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NAPLAN results: significant gains over time, plateaus for 2016 
Summary data released this week from the 2016 NAPLAN tests 
demonstrate that, compared with 2008 (the first year of NAPLAN), 
there have been gains in all content areas (except for writing), but 
not for all year groups.  
 
At the national level:  

Reading results for Years 3 and 5 saw significant gain 
compared with 2008.  

Spelling results for Year 3 saw significant gain com-
pared with 2008.  

Grammar/punctuation results for Year 3 saw significant 
gain compared with 2008.  

Numeracy results for Year 5 saw significant gain com-
pared with 2008.  

Writing results for Years 7 and 9 saw a significant de-
crease since 2011 (the year from which results can be 
compared for this domain).  

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƻƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ 
state and territory, with Western Australia and Queensland standing 
ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎέ, says Chief Executive Officer of the Australian 
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority, Robert Randall. 
 
άb!t[!b ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴπ
try. The data allow us to celebrate success and to identify areas for 
improvement. NAPLAN also contributes to the sharing of successful 
strategies within and across states and territories, with the goal of 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦέ  
 
The NAPLAN national results also show that from 2015 to 2016 
there has been no significant change in literacy and numeracy re-
sults, with results plateauing.  
 
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ 
no significant improvement across the domains and year levels from 
2015. Plateauing results are not what we should expect or assume 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎέ, continues Robert Randall.  
 
ά!/¢Σ b{² ŀƴŘ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƳŜŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜπ
ment across the NAPLAN domains, although it would be encourag-
ing to see improvement in these places along with further improve-
ƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΦέ  
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ά[ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳŜǊŀŎȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜπ
yond school. Literacy and numeracy achievement needs to improve 
to ensure the wellbeing of individual students and the country as a 
whole."  
 
Withdrawal rates from NAPLAN have also remained stable, at the 
same rate as 2015.  
 
ά¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƪŜŜǇ b!t[!b ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
value of NAPLAN participation, recognising the value of NAPLAN as 
ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ  
Mr Randall.  
 
The final National Report will be available in December. It 
will provide a detailed analysis of how students perform in each year 
level, state/territory and by various demographics on a national 
scale in each of the four test domains.  

 

Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) 

 
KAS VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
If you would like to volunteer at KAS you need to participate in a 
short volunteer session with Mrs Walsh. The next sessions will be 
held on 11 August at 9am, 2pm and 3:30pm. Please book in through 
the school office if you would like to attend. 
 
AUTISM SUPPORT GROUP 
The Autism Support Group will be on Thursday 18 August at 10 am. 
Please meet at The Hub and enjoy some time with school staff and 
other parents and carers. 
 

CANTEEN 
If you can spare a day, or even part of a day, each week, month or 
even each term, please contact the canteen or our school office. You 
would be greatly appreciated and would have a lot of fun as well! 
We are in urgent need of canteen volunteers. 
 
 

CHAPEL PRESENTATIONS 
YR 10 students who went to Fraser Island will have their turn on 
Friday, August 12. Parents and friends (primary parents included) 
are most welcome to come along and learn more about the trips. 
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INVITATION TO PARENTS OF YRS 5 & 6 STUDENTS 
In Weeks 7 and 8, students in Year 5 and 6 will take part in a multi 
faceted program focusing on the changes that occur as they grow 
through the next 5-10 years of their lives. To assist you in support-
ing your child through the challenges and changes during this time 
of their lives, two information sessions are being offered to you. 
These sessions will be run by the classroom teachers, the Student 
Wellbeing team, school chaplain and deputy principal. We also 
have a special guest, Police Youth Liaison Officer, Steve Jeffery to 
talk about Cybersafety and he will be speaking at the 12:30 session 
on Thursday 11 August. A note has been sent home so that you can 
view the content of the program, with an invitation to call the 
front office to book your place for the information sessions. You 
may choose from either Thursday 11th August at 12:30PM or 6PM. 
The team looks forward to seeing you there and sharing some 
great resources you can use with your child. 
 

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS - KEEPING THEM SAFE 
As part of the Health section of the PDHPE Syllabus at KAS teachers 
are required to teach students about keeping themselves safe in a 
variety of situations. As part of this learning the Kindergarten 
teachers have invited the KAS Student Wellbeing Team to do a 
session with the Kindergarten students and teachers about Protec-
tive Factors that help keep children safe. Protective behaviours 
such as identifying areas of their bodies that are private, saying no 
when they in an unsafe situation, telling a trusted adult when they 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜΣ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 
their private areas. The Wellbeing Team will be using the Body 
Safety Education Teacher Resource Kit as the basis for this session.  
You can view the resources at http://e2epublishing.info/ 
 
Parent Session Date: 11 August, 2016 
Parent Session Time: 11:00am 
Parent Session Location: LIC 
 
Student Session Date: 17th August , 2016 
Student Session Time: 12:30pm 
Student Session Location: Kindergarten classroom 

 
THRASS BOOK PARADE 
 5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ƻǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ōƻƻƪ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳπ
dents dress as an object on the THRASS chart. Our children are 
very familiar with the pictures on the THRASS chart but if you need 
to look at one, just google it! 
PK to Yr 2 Parade is at 9AM and Yr 3-6 Parade is at 10AM. Parents 
and friends are always welcome! 
 

TERM OF READING BLOG 
With the help of Mrs Hardy, Mrs Bennett has conquered her blog 
fear and is now regularly updating the Term of Reading 2016 page 
in the Primary Blog site. Check out the latest news and subscribe 
for instant updates! http://blogs.kas.nsw.edu.au/licprimary/ 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS   NATIONAL TREE DAY 

[ŀǎǘ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ¢ǊŜŜ 
5ŀȅέΦ  All students participated in planting a range of native plants 
at the back of our school. This national event is facilitated by Planet 
Ark to create opportunities to do something positive for our local 
environment and community and to reconnect with nature. Na-
tional Tree Day started in 1996 and since then more than 3.8 mil-
lion people have planted 22.3million tress and plants. Bunnings 
kindly donated seedlings, spades, gloves and shovels to make this 
mass scale planting possible. Thank you Mr McManus for organis-
ing and facilitating this great activity for our students and thank 
you, too, to Bunnings who donated tube stock, gloves and watering 
cans. 
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