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This booklet contains descriptions for each Stage 5 subject on offer at Kempsey Adventist 
School for our Year 9 and Year 10 students. Please note that these offerings are subject to 
change due to availability and/or demand.  
 
If you have any questions or there is a particular subject that your child is interested in and 
it is not listed, please contact the school office on (02) 6562 7023. 
 
Kind regards,
 

John Minett 

Deputy Principal (Secondary)
Kempsey Adventist School 
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About the Record of Student  
Achievement (RoSA)

The RoSA is a cumulative record of achievement that includes a student’s record of academic 
achievement up until the date they leave school.  The RoSA was introduced in 2012.

The RoSA records (where applicable):
•	 completed Stage 5 (Year 10) courses and grades
•	 completed Preliminary Stage 6 (Year 11) courses and grades
•	 HSC (Year 12) results
•	 any uncompleted Preliminary Stage 6 courses or HSC courses.

The RoSA is valuable for students who leave school before completing the HSC, as it provides 
a formal record of their achievements that can be presented to potential employers or 
institutions for further education.
Students who do not meet the HSC minimum standard can still receive a RoSA as a formal 
record of their academic progress.

Bible
The course follows the Encounter values-based spiritual development program grounded in 
the Adventist worldview. Students engage with Scripture, personal reflection, and collaborative 
inquiry to explore themes of identity, faith, justice, and purpose. The course fosters a safe 
and supportive learning environment where students can express questions, wrestle with 
belief, and consider their response to God’s grace. Emphasising authentic discipleship, the 
program nurtures growth in character, community awareness, and a deeper relationship 
with God.

English
The aim of English is to enable students to understand and use language effectively. Students 
learn to appreciate, reflect on and enjoy language, and make meaning in ways that are 
imaginative, creative, interpretive, critical and powerful.
 
Geography
The aim of Geography is to enable students to develop a sense of curiosity about the world 
and develop a lifelong interest in geography, think geographically by acquiring knowledge 
and understanding of the interrelationships between people, places and environments 
across a range of scales from local to global, work geographically by applying geographical 
inquiry skills and tools in a range of environments, including during fieldwork, and participate 
as active, informed and responsible citizens.
 
History
The aim of History is for students to develop an interest in and enjoyment of exploring the 
past, develop historical knowledge through a critical understanding of themselves and others 
in the continuum of human experience, think historically by developing the critical skills of 
historical inquiry, and participate in society as active, informed and responsible citizens.

Mathematics
The aim of Mathematics is to enable students to become confident users of mathematics, 
learning and applying the language of mathematics to communicate efficiently and effectively. 
They develop an increasingly sophisticated understanding of mathematical concepts and 
a fluency with mathematical processes that helps them to interpret and solve problems. 
Students make connections within mathematics and connect mathematical concepts with 
the world around them. They learn to understand and appreciate how mathematics is a 
relevant part of their lives.

PDHPE 
The aim of PDHPE is to empower students with the essential knowledge, understanding, 
skills, values and attitudes to promote wellbeing and lead a safe, active and healthy life.

Science
The aim of the Science syllabus is to develop students’ curiosity about, and interest in, science 
and the natural world, increase students’ knowledge and understanding of the nature and 
practice of science, and the Working scientifically processes, and encourage students to 
generate and analyse data, evaluate results, and make ethical, evidence-based decisions, as 
informed, reflective and scientifically literate citizens.

Mandatory Courses - Subjects
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Aboriginal Studies
The aim of the Aboriginal Studies Syllabus is to develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of Aboriginal identities, Communities, autonomy, roles and the range of 
relationships between Aboriginal Peoples and non-Aboriginal people,develop students’ skills 
for engaging in Community consultation, and enable students to develop ethical research 
practices to become inclusive, active and informed advocates.

Auslan
The aim of Auslan is to empower students to become effective communicators in Auslan 
through developing linguistic competence and cultural understanding. 
Students learn to interact, understand and create texts effectively in Auslan, reflect on their 
own language, culture and identity and those of others, including the Deaf community, 
develop an interest in and appreciation of communicating in Auslan in a culturally appropriate 
manner, and foster an appreciation and respect for the diversity of cultures.

Agrifoods VET CERT I
This qualification is an entry-level qualification aimed at individuals entering the agriculture, 
horticulture and conservation and land management industries. It allows individuals to 
develop basic skills and knowledge to prepare for work. They may undertake a range of 
simple tasks under close supervision. The range of technical skills and knowledge is limited.

Child Studies
The aim of the Child Studies syllabus is to provide students with the opportunity to develop 
the knowledge, understanding and skills required to positively influence the growth, 
development and care of children. Students develop an understanding of the complex 
nature of the development of children.

Commerce
The aim of the Commerce syllabus is for students to stimulate an interest in how society 
operates in consumer, financial, economic, business, legal, political and work contexts, 
develop knowledge, understanding and skills related to consumer, financial, economic, 
business, legal, political and work contexts, research and develop solutions to consumer, 
financial, economic, business, legal, political and work issues, apply consumer and financial 
literacy and entrepreneurial skills, and build the capacity to become informed and responsible 
problem-solvers and decision-makers, both individually and as members of society.

Computing Technology
The study of Computing Technology enables students to become safe and responsible 
users of computing technologies and developers of innovative digital solutions, develop 
an understanding of the interrelationships between technical knowledge, social awareness 
and project management, develop their ability to think creatively to produce and evaluate 
products, and develop skills through practical application and design to produce and evaluate 
creative solutions using a range of computing technologies.

Elective Courses - Subjects

Design and Technology
The study of Design and Technology develops a student’s ability for innovative and creative 
thought through the planning and production of design projects related to real-world 
needs and situations. Students investigate existing solutions, analyse data and information, 
and generate, justify and evaluate ideas. Students experiment with tools, materials and 
technologies to manage and produce prototypes, products and solutions to identified needs 
and problems.
 
Drama
The aim of the Drama syllabus is to enable students to become informed and innovative 
dramatic practitioners, engage and challenge students through the interrelated practices 
of making, performing and appreciating drama and theatre, contribute to students’ 
aesthetic, artistic and cultural education and enjoyment and build empathy, autonomy and 
resourcefulness through individually and collaboratively generating, staging and interpreting 
experiences of drama and theatre.

Food Technology
The study of Food Technology provides students with a broad knowledge of food properties, 
processing, preparation, nutritional considerations and consumption patterns. It addresses 
the importance of hygiene and safe working practices and legislation in relation to the 
production of food. Students develop food-specific skills, which can be applied in a range 
of contexts enabling students to produce quality food products. The course also provides 
students with contexts through which to explore the richness, pleasure and variety food 
adds to life and how it contributes to both vocational and general life experiences.



Industrial Technology
The study of Industrial Technology provides students with opportunities to engage in a 
diverse range of creative and practical experiences using a variety of technologies widely 
available in industrial and domestic settings. This may include study in the focus areas of:

•	 Timber 
•	 Metal

 
Music
The aim of the Music syllabus is to enable students to develop musical knowledge, skills and 
literacies for active engagement, to become thoughtful and creative musicians, provide the 
means for students to experience the creative process as an individual, and in collaboration 
with others, through performing, listening and composing, contribute to students’ aesthetic, 
artistic and cultural education and enjoyment, and develop a lifelong sense of wonder and 
curiosity about and engagement with music. 

Photography and Digital Media (PDM)
Photographic and digital media powerfully communicates ideas, identity, values and culture 
through images. The study of photographic and digital media enables young people to 
develop an interest in and enjoyment of investigating the rapidly evolving ideas, practices 
and technologies of this art form. Through critical reflection and acquiring understanding, 
knowledge and skills, students respond to the ideas, art and arts practice of others, through 
creatively developing their own ideas and photographic and digital artworks. 
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Physical Activity and Sports Studies (PASS)
Physical Activity and Sports Studies aims to enhance students’ capacity to participate 
effectively in physical activity and sport, leading to improved quality of life for themselves 
and others.

Students engage in a wide range of physical activities in order to develop key understandings 
about how and why we move and how to enhance quality and enjoyment of movement. 

Textiles
The study of Textiles Technology provides students with knowledge of the properties, 
performance and uses of textiles. They explore fabrics, yarns, fibres and colouration. 
Students examine the historical, cultural and contemporary perspectives on textile design 
and develop an appreciation of the factors affecting them as textile consumers. 

Students investigate the work of textile designers and make judgements about the 
appropriateness of design ideas, the selection of materials and tools, and the quality of 
textile items. Textile projects give students the opportunity to be creative, independent 
learners and to explore functional and aesthetic aspects of textiles. 

Visual Arts
The aim of the Visual Arts syllabus is to enable students to, develop visual arts knowledge, 
understanding and skills to become thoughtful and informed visual arts practitioners, 
develop and enjoy the practical and conceptual autonomy to represent ideas in making 
visual arts, and critically and historically interpret art to understand how different values and 
perspectives affect meaning and significance in the visual arts.

Visual Design
The study of Visual Design enables young people to develop an interest in and enjoyment 
of investigating the evolving practices, technologies and ideas of this art form. Through 
critical reflection and acquiring understanding, knowledge and skills, students respond to 
the designed images, objects and ideas of others, by creatively developing their own ideas, 
designs and artworks.
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