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This booklet contains descriptions for each Stage 6 subject on offer at Kempsey Adventist 
School for our Year 11 and Year 12 students. Please note that these offerings are subject 
to change due to availability and/or demand.   

If you have any questions or there is a particular subject that your child is interested in and 
it is not listed, please contact the school office on (02) 6562 7023. 
 
Kind regards,
 

John Minett 

Deputy Principal (Secondary)
Kempsey Adventist School 
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About HSC

The Higher School Certificate (HSC) is the highest academic credential awarded to secondary 
school students in NSW. It marks the successful completion of Stage 6 learning and is typically 
awarded at the end of Year 12. 

To be eligible for the HSC, students must complete: 
• at least 12 units of Preliminary (Year 11) courses 
• at least 10 units of HSC (Year 12) courses 
• at least 2 units of English in both years. To meet the compulsory English requirement, 	
students must choose one of the HSC English courses as part of their study. Most HSC 
courses are 2 units in value. 

There are two main types of HSC courses: 
• Board Developed Courses – These include a final exam and may count towards an 
Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)*. 
• Board Endorsed Courses – These contribute to the HSC but do not have a final exam and 
do not count towards the ATAR. (Non-ATAR)

The HSC provides a foundation for future study, training, or employment and is recognised 
across Australia and internationally.
 
* Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) - Universities use the ATAR to help them select students 
for their courses and admission to most tertiary courses is based on your selection rank.

Aboriginal Studies (ATAR Subject) 
This course provides students with opportunities to learn about Aboriginal Peoples’ 
relationship to the Land, Aboriginal heritage and identity. Through a historical examination 
of colonialism, racism and prejudice, legislation and policy, students study the course 
through the lens of national and international indigenous community experiences. Students 
demonstrate their understanding of research and inquiry methods through the major 
project.

Ancient History (ATAR Subject) 
Ancient History explores the people, events, cultures and ideas that shaped the ancient world 
and how significant legacies have survived into the present. Students investigate how early 
societies functioned, the possible motivations and actions of individuals and groups, and 
how stories of the past have been constructed from physical and written evidence. Through 
historical inquiry, students examine archaeological discoveries, artefacts, ancient texts and 
inscriptions. They learn how historians and archaeologists piece together the past, often 
using limited or conflicting sources. Students consider important ethical issues associated 
with ownership, administration and conservation of the cultural past. They also explore 
how the ancient world is interpreted and represented in modern times, in literature, film, 
museums and public debate. Ancient History encourages critical thinking, deep questioning, 
and an appreciation for the complexity and diversity of past societies, including the rich 
legacies of First Nations peoples. It develops transferable skills in analysis, research and 
communication that support success in university, careers, and informed citizenship.

Biology (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to learn about variations in the structures 
and functions of organisms and provides an understanding of the effects of the environment 
on living things. Students investigate reproduction, inheritance patterns and the causes of 
genetic variation. Applications of this knowledge in biotechnology and genetic technologies 
are explored. 

Business Studies (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with opportunities to develop an understanding of how 
theoretical and practical aspects of business combine. Students study contemporary 
business issues through case studies and apply their knowledge to problems encountered 
in the business environment. 

Chemistry (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in relation to properties and structures of matter and a variety of chemical reactions 
incorporating organic compounds and acid/base equilibrium reactions. 

Subjects
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Community and Family Studies (CAFS) (ATAR Subject)  
The Stage 6 Community and Family Studies (CAFS) Life Skills course provides opportunities for 
students to explore the nature of wellbeing and develop an understanding of how individuals 
can support their own and other’s wellbeing. Students learn about the role of individuals and 
groups within society and how the interactions between individuals and groups can affect 
wellbeing. Students develop skills and values to contribute effectively to groups, including 
families and communities. Students will learn about groups in various contexts, including the 
school community, workplace and wider community, and develop an awareness of how their 
participation in groups may change over time. 

Design and Technology (ATAR Subject)  
This course involves the study of design theory and practice, design processes, environmental 
and social issues, communication, research, technologies, and the manipulation of materials, 
tools and techniques. It involves hands-on practical activities which develop knowledge and 
skills in designing and producing. The course involves the development, realisation and 
documentation of design projects. The Major Design Project and supporting folio requires 
students to select and apply appropriate design, production and evaluation skills to a 
product, system or environment that satisfies an identified need or opportunity. 
 
Economics (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with opportunities to learn about the challenges and issues 
in a contemporary Australian economic context. Students develop their analytical, problem-
solving and communication skills to make informed judgements about economic issues. 
 
English Advanced (ATAR Subject)  
English Advanced is designed for students who enjoy reading deeply and analysing how texts 
shape meaning and reflect cultural and social contexts. Students study a rich variety of texts, 
including literary classics and contemporary works, while developing sophisticated analytical 
and communication skills. This course supports university preparation in disciplines such as 
law, humanities, education, and communications.
 
English Standard (ATAR Subject)  
English Standard builds students’ skills in reading, writing, speaking, and listening, with a 
focus on clear and purposeful communication. Students engage with a wide range of texts 
from Australia and other cultures to develop the ability to express ideas clearly and critically. 
This course is suited to students aiming for a broad range of post-school pathways, including 
further education and employment.
 
English Extension I (ATAR Subject)  
English Extension is for students who undertake English Advanced who love exploring 
literature and ideas in depth. In Extension 1, students study complex texts and ideas through 
critical and creative inquiry. Extension 2 allows students to design and complete a major 
writing project in a chosen form. These courses are ideal for highly motivated students with 
strong analytical and creative abilities.
 
English Studies (ATAR or Non-ATAR Subject)  
English Studies focuses on practical, real-world language use. Students engage with texts 
relevant to everyday, community, and workplace settings. This course supports students in 
developing confidence in reading, writing, and communication for life beyond school. It is 
non-ATAR unless undertaken with the optional HSC exam.

Enterprise Computing (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to learn about information-based 
systems and how social, ethical and non-computer procedures resulting from the processes 
are considered. Students study different types of information systems and through project 
work create their own information systems to meet identified needs. 
 
Food Technology (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop broad knowledge and 
understanding about nutrition, diet and health in Australia, food availability and selection. 
Students investigate the Australian Food Industry, the production, processing, packaging, 
storage and distribution of food and the marketing of food products. Practical skills 
in developing, experimenting, planning, preparing and presenting food are integrated 
throughout the course.   

Geography (ATAR Subject)  
Geography explores the relationships between people, places, and environments by 
integrating knowledge from the natural sciences, social sciences, and humanities. It fosters 
curiosity, encouraging students to investigate how natural and human processes shape 
our world. Through tools including fieldwork and critical analysis, students examine issues 
such as sustainability, global change, and Indigenous environmental practices, developing 
informed perspectives and the skills to contribute as active, responsible citizens. Students 
who choose Geography are interested in understanding the world’s complexity, solving real-
world challenges, and making a positive impact on people and the planet.



Health and Movement Science (ATAR Subject)  
Health and Movement Science is a Stage 6 NESA-developed course that investigates the 
interrelationship between health, physical activity, and performance from a multidisciplinary 
perspective. Students explore scientific, social, and cultural understandings of movement and 
health, developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills relevant to real-world contexts. 
The course includes both theoretical and practical components, drawing on disciplines such 
as biomechanics, exercise physiology, and public health. This subject is ideal for students 
with an interest in sport, fitness, health promotion, or careers in education, allied health, and 
sport science. 

Industrial Technology (ATAR Subject) 
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of a selected industry and its related technologies. Through a process of 
observing and analysing industry practice and through personal practical experiences, 
students develop a broad range of skills and knowledge related to the focus area chosen for 
the course. The course highlights the importance of design, management and production 
through the production of practical projects. Students select and apply appropriate design, 
management and production skills in the development of a Major Project and supporting 
documentation.

Investigating Science (ATAR Subject) 
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop an understanding of the 
ethical, social, economic and political influences on science and scientific research in the 
modern world. 
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Legal Studies (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with opportunities to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of the nature and functions of law and law-making, the development of 
Australian and international legal systems, the Australian constitution and law reform. 
Students investigate the key areas of law, justice and human rights through a variety of focus 
studies which consider how changes in societies influence law reform. 

Mathematics Advanced (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in mathematics and working mathematically. Students have the opportunity to 
develop ways of thinking and use mathematics as a powerful way of viewing and modelling 
the world to investigate patterns, order, generality and uncertainty. 

Mathematics Standard 2 (ATAR Subject)
Mathematics Standard 2 develops students’ understanding of mathematical concepts used 
in life, work, and further study. Topics include algebra, statistics, financial mathematics, 
measurement, and networks. This course supports a wide range of ATAR pathways, including 
business, health, education, and social sciences.

Mathematics Advanced (ATAR Subject)  
Mathematics Advanced challenges students to apply logical reasoning, problem-solving, and 
abstract thinking in the use of mathematical models. Key topics include algebra, calculus, 
functions, trigonometry, probability and statistics. This course prepares students for ATAR 
pathways into university courses that require strong mathematical skills, such as science, 
technology, engineering, and commerce.
 
Mathematics Extension 1 (ATAR Subject)  
Extension 1 is for students who excel in mathematics and want to explore more complex 
concepts. It builds on Advanced content with topics such as formal proof, advanced algebra, 
further calculus and trigonometry. This course deepens problem-solving skills and supports 
university preparation for mathematics-intensive fields.



Mathematics Standard (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, understanding 
and skills in working mathematically, improve their skills to solve problems relating to their 
present and future needs, and improve their understanding of how to communicate in a 
concise and systematic manner.  
 
Marine Studies (Non-ATAR Subject) 
The oceans cover more than 70 per cent of the earth’s surface and influence all forms of 
life on this planet. Oceans are alternatively viewed as areas rich in minerals and marine life 
which can supply our needs virtually without limit, or as convenient dumping grounds for 
agricultural, industrial and domestic waste. 
 
Modern History (ATAR Subject)  
Modern History explores the key people, events, ideas and movements that have shaped 
the world we live in today. Students examine how power, authority, nationalism, imperi-
alism and decolonisation have influenced global change, and consider the political, social 
and cultural forces which have influenced major historical developments. Through histori-
cal inquiry, students investigate multiple perspectives, analyse evidence, and explore cause 
and effect. They learn how history is constructed, how interpretations differ, and how the 
past continues to shape the present. Students develop their source-analysis skills and 
historical understanding in their close study of significant events and the nature of modern 
societies. Modern History builds strong skills in research, analysis, argument and communi-
cation, preparing students for university, further study, or any pathway where critical think-
ing and an understanding of the world are valued.
 
Music I (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to study the concepts of music through 
the learning experiences of performance, composition, musicology and aural within the 
context of a range of styles, periods and genres. Students nominate three electives made 
up of any combination of performance, composition and/or musicology which reflect the 
three topics studied in the HSC course.  

Numeracy (Non-ATAR Subject)
Numeracy is a practical course designed to build confidence in using mathematics in every-
day life. Students develop essential skills for solving real-world problems related to money, 
time, measurement, data, and technology. The course focuses on applying mathematical 
skills to situations at home, in the workplace, and in the community. Numeracy does not 
count toward an ATAR and has no HSC exam, making it a supportive option for students 
wanting to strengthen their practical mathematical skills for life after school, including TAFE, 
apprenticeships, or employment.

Photography, Video and Digital Imaging (Non-ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, skills and 
understanding through the making of photographs, and/or film and other time-based 
works and/or digital images that lead to and demonstrate conceptual and technical ac-
complishment. Critical and historical investigations of the work of artists/photographers/
filmmakers are considered and used to inform student photographic and digital artmaking 
practices. 

Physics (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge, under-
standing and skills relevant to the study of motion. Students examine energy in its different 
forms, and how we describe and measure electricity and magnetism and their interrelated 
effects. 
 
Society and Culture (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with opportunities to develop social and cultural literacy and 
understand how interactions shape human behaviour. Drawing on cross-disciplinary con-
cepts and social and cultural research methods, students undertake research in an area of 
particular interest to them and present their findings for external assessment in the Per-
sonal Interest Project (PIP).  

Software Engineering (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in designing and devel-
oping software solutions, project management and communication. It does this by look-
ing at the different ways in which software can be developed, the tools that can be used 
to assist in this process and by considering the interaction between software and other 
components of computer systems. Students apply a systematic approach to develop and 
document software solutions using a variety of data structures and language facilities. 
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Sports Lifestyle and Recreation (Non-ATAR Subject)  
Students will learn about the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle and recognise the 
need to be responsible and informed decision-makers. This course enables students to 
further develop their understanding of and competence in a range of sport and recreational 
pursuits. They are encouraged to establish a lifelong commitment to being physically active 
and to achieving movement potential. 

Studies of Religion I (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with opportunities to develop their understanding and critical 
awareness of the nature and significance of religion and the influence of belief systems and 
religious traditions on individuals and within society.
 
Textiles and Design (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to learn about design including 
fabric colouration, historical design, cultural design factors and contemporary designers. 
Students learn about fibres, yarns, fabrics, innovations and emerging textile technologies, 
environmental sustainability, current issues and the Australian Textile Industry. Practical 
experiences, experimenting and product manufacturing are integrated throughout the 
content areas and include the completion of textile projects.  

Visual Arts (ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop their own artworks, culminating 
in a ‘Body of Work’ in the HSC course. Students engage in critical and historical study of 
the artworld to investigate artists, artworks, worlds and audiences from a range of cultural, 
political, historical and social perspectives and use these to inform their own artmaking 
practices. Please collect AIS brochure for further information. 

VET Cert III Visual Arts (Non-ATAR Subject)
This course will hone your skills to work across a number of arts mediums as well as giving 
you the foundation knowledge needed to undertake further study in the field. This course 
will give you the practical skills and knowledge to explore the use of colour, use visual 
components to communicate ideas, and develop critical thinking techniques. Our highly 
experienced and passionate teaching team have years of industry experience and will give 
you the one-on-one guidance needed to prepare you for a career in the creative industries.

Visual Design (Non-ATAR Subject)
This course provides students with opportunities to explore the links between art and design 
by designing and making images and objects in which aesthetic qualities and symbolic 
meanings are as important as utilitarian function. Students learn to inform their own design 
work through critical and historical study of designed images and objects made by others. 
Please collect AIS brochure for further information. 
 
VET Cert III Early Childhood Education and Care (Non-ATAR Subject)  
This course will give you the skills to begin a career in children’s services and work with 
young children and assist in their educational development. The course will develop skills 
in planning, implementing and managing programs in early childhood education and care 
settings, in accordance with licensing, accreditation and duty of care requirements. This 
course will give you the opportunity to complete the full Certificate III in Early Childhood 
Education and Care as part of your HSC. Please collect AIS brochure for further information. 
 
VET Cert II Cookery (ATAR and Non-ATAR Subject) 
This course prepares you to work in a range of hospitality settings, such as restaurants, cafes, 
bistros and hotels to provide hospitality service using operational skills and basic industry 
knowledge. Please collect AIS brochure for further information.

VET Cert II Hospitality Food and Beverage (ATAR and Non-ATAR Subject)  
This course provides students with the knowledge and skills to prepare them for a diverse 
range of occupations in the hospitality industry including cookery, catering and food and 
beverage service. Please collect AIS brochure for further information.  



VET Cert II Primary Industries (Horticulture) (ATAR and Non-ATAR Subject)  
This course is for students interested in kick starting their career in the Agriculture or 
Horticulture industries. You will gain hands-on skills and experience and learn to use a 
wide variety of farm-based tools and equipment. Please collect AIS brochure for further 
information. 
 
VET Cert II Construction (ATAR and Non-ATAR Subject)  
This course provides an avenue for you to enter a range of trades in the construction 
industry or as a worker in the civil construction industry. Please collect AIS brochure for 
further information. 

Work Studies (Non-ATAR) 
Work in all its forms – paid and unpaid – plays a central role in our lives. Technological, social 
and economic factors are rapidly changing the nature of work, the traditional patterns of 
work organisation and how individuals engage in work. The successful transition of students 
from school to the workforce and further education and training is essential for individuals 
and for society. Individuals will need to be flexible and responsive to change along their 
career pathway. Opportunities for workers to change jobs, develop new skills and to obtain 
new experiences will be part of the future world of work.
 
Distance Education (DE)
Camden Haven High School offers flexible learning through its Distance Education program, 
supporting students whose required subjects are not available at their school. Students 
access a broad curriculum via online platforms, mailed resources, and regular teacher 
support, with optional Learning Hubs in regional centres providing face-to-face connection. 
If a required course is not available through Camden Haven DE, students may be eligible to 
study through SCU Distance Education.

SBAT (School-Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships)
SBATs allow students to begin a part-time apprenticeship or traineeship while completing 
their HSC. Students learn on the job with an employer, attend TAFE or another RTO for formal 
training, and continue their school subjects. SBATs provide paid employment, a nationally 
recognised qualification, and credit towards the HSC. This is an ideal pathway for students 
looking to get a head start in their chosen trade or career field.
 
Please note:

•	 Students will need to manage their workload and balance school studies with their 	
	 SBAT commitments.

•	 Missed school lessons may occur due to TAFE NSW training, or work commitments, 	
	 and students are responsible for catching up on missed work.

•	 SBATs may require a significant commitment of time and effort, including regular 	
	 work placement and formal training hours.

•	 Successful completion of a SBAT course can lead to further TAFE NSW studies, 		
	 university admission, or direct employment in the chosen field.

•	 These courses incur an additional school fee determined by the external training or 	
	 education provider. Parents/carers will be informed of these costs upon enrolment.
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